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The research has been delayed because of Covid—19 situations, and it has some challenged in conducting
field observations and interviews. Thus, it took more time than original plan (Dec.01, 2020—-April.30, 2022);
however, it was conducted by the end of August of 2022.
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The objective of this research was to explore the meanings of design-driven entrepreneurship beyond
technology-push and market-pull. To do this, I contacted Japanese start-up hubs in Tokyo, Osaka, Nagoya,
and Fukuoka. Conducting field observations and qualitative interviews (Kvale & Brinkmann 2009) with
multiple stakeholders, I realized the current stages of Japanese entrepreneurship culture and environments.

Tokyo and Fukuoka innovation hubs have more focused on international development. These two locations
have invited diverse global human resources and technologies in revitalizing the established organizations
and industries. In particular, Fukuoka represents a case of how the whole city itself can be the
entrepreneurship experiment platform. These four field case studies and stakeholder’s interviews consider
design as a vehicle to reinforce the current body of knowledge and practices in the design-driven
entrepreneurship process. During this process, I have encountered one challenge in collecting data, because
of security culture in Japan. Whether successful design-driven entrepreneurship (DDE) requires open
innovation culture and sprit. Nevertheless, it was still quite difficult to take corporate level interviews with
the Japanese start-ups. Therefore, this study conducted many other companies in the United States and South
Korea.

The result of field studies and qualitative interviews in Japan, United states, and South Korea presented to
multiple universities (e.g., Beijing Institute of Technology, 2021; Pusan National University 2022; Hong
Kong Polytechnic University 2022) and it was discussed in international research conference (KMIS 2021).
Based on the feedback and comments from multiple academic researchers, this study seeks to make a better
shape to submit it to one of international journals, targeting design and innovation. The title will be the
challenges and issues of design-driven entrepreneurship.

Significance and expected result by this study can be summarized with the following two manners. First, it
empirically discovered entrepreneurs’ dilemmas, dealing with 1) what entrepreneurs’ issues and challenges
are in the multiple levels and 2) how they dealt with them effectively in the DDE process. Second, it gives a
set of patterns of how entrepreneurs could generate effective interactions and knowledge artifacts to survive
in the competitive entrepreneurship environments focusing on design meanings.
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